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JOINT PRESS RELEASE
THE LAO PDR AND THE UNITED STATES

ON BEHALF OF THE LOWER MEKONG INITIATIVE (LMI) PARTNER COUNTRIES
Vientiane, Lao PDR
November 8, 2011

LOWER MEKONG INITIATIVE SECOND REGIONAL WORKING GROUP
MEETING IN VIENTIANE ADVANCES REGIONAL GOALS FOR CAMBODIA, LAO
PDR, THAILAND, VIETNAM, AND THE UNITED STATES

The Lao PDR hosted delegations from Cambodia, Thailand, Vietnam, and the United States for
the November 7-8 regional working group meeting of the Lower Mekong Initiative (LMI). The
senior- level delegations comprised diplomats and officials from the participating nations,
including representatives of such ministries/departments as foreign affairs, education,
environment, public health, development, public works and transport, economic affairs,
agriculture, labor, and energy. The Lower Mekong Initiative brings the five nations together to
build regional cooperation and capacity in the areas of education, environment, public health,
and infrastructure.

The Lao PDR and the United States co-chaired the two-day meeting, which reviewed progress
on joint goals since the Bali July 2011 LMI Ministerial and developed plans for future
cooperation among the five countries, advancing the work of U.S. Secretary of State Hillary
Clinton and her counterparts from Cambodia, Lao PDR, Thailand, and Vietnam.

Specific projects discussed during the LMI meeting in Vientiane included a professional English
course designed to improve the ability of Lower Mekong sub-region officials to communicate in
international conferences; a project that provides visualization and mapping tools, data
integration, and training for scientists of the Lower Mekong sub-region; collaboration on fighting
the trafficking of endangered species; an information center to monitor changes in forest
coverage; fighting counterfeit and substandard medications; efforts to advance the use of clean
cookstoves; and a best practices workshop on infrastructure development.
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Co-chair Patrick Murphy, head of the U.S. delegation and Director of the Office of Mainland
Southeast Asia at the U.S. Department of State remarked, “This week’s meeting moves the
Lower Mekong Initiative into a more sophisticated dialogue among the five partner countries
about avenues for even more meaningful cooperation on the emerging issues that affect the
region as a whole. The United States is pleased to have this useful forum for working with our
friends in the Lower Mekong region.”

Co-chair Thongphane Savanphet, head of the Lao delegation and Director General of the
Department of Economic Affairs at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, noted, “The meeting
provides a good opportunity for the five LMI partner countries to review the progress made since
the 4™ LMI Ministerial Meeting in Bali in July 2011 and to discuss ways to move the Plan of
Action into concrete cooperation activities.”

Plans are being developed for a third LMI regional working group meeting in Thailand which
will take place before the next LMI Ministerial, planned for July 2012 in Cambodia.
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THONG CAO BAO CHI CHUNG
CHDCND LAO VA HOA KY

THAY MAT CAC NUGC POI TAC CUA SANG KIEN HA VUNG SONG MEKONG
Vieng Chan, CHDCND Lao
08/11/2011

HQI NGHI NHOM CONG TAC HA VUNG SONG MEKONG LAN 2 TAI VIENG CHAN
THUC PAY CAC MUC TIEU KHU VUC CUA CAMPUCHIA, LAO, THAI LAN, VIET
NAM VA HOA KY

CHDCND Lao di don tiép cac doan dai biéu tir Campuchia, Thai Lan, Viét Nam va Hoa Ky tur
ngay 7-8/11 tham gia hoi nghi nhom cong tac Sang kién Ha ving Mekong (LMI). Céc doan dai
biéu cap cao bao gom cac nha ngoai giao va cac quan chuc tir cac quoc gia tham gia, bao gom
dai dién cua cac bo/nganh nhu ngoai giao, giao duc, méi trudng, y té cong cong, phat trién, cong
trinh cong cong va giao thdng van tai, kinh té, ndng nghiép, lao dong, va nang luong. Sang kién
Ha ving Mekong dua 5 quoc gia lai cung nhau xay dung hop tac khu vuc va nang cao nang luc
trong cac linh vuc gido duc, méi truong, y té cbng cong, va co so ha tang

CHDCND Lao va Hoa Ky dong chu tri hoi nghi 2 ngay. Hoi nghi da xem xét tién bo cua cac
muc tiéu chung ké tir Hoi nghi B truang Sang kién Ha ving Mekong tai Bali hoi thang 7/2011
va xay dung nhiing ké hoach phat trién hop tac trong twong lai giita 5 qudc gia, thuc day cong
viéc cua Ngoai truang Hoa Ky Hillary Clinton va nhitng ngudi dong cap cia Campuchia, Lao,
Thai Lan, va Viét Nam.



Céc du &n cy thé duoc thao luan trong hoi nghi LMI tai Viéng Chéan bao gébm maot khoa hoc tiéng
Anh chuyén nghiép dugc thiét ké nham cai thién kha ning giao tiép trong cac hoi nghi quéc té
cua cac quan chic tiéu vang ha luu song Mekong; mot du &n cung cap cac cong cu truc quan va
lap ban d9, tich hop dit liéu, va dao tao cho céc nha khoa hoc cua tiéu viing ha luu song Mekong;
hop tac chdng budn ban cac loai dong vat c6 nguy co tuy€t chung; mot trung tam thong tin dé
giam sét nhirng thay doi vé do che phu ring; chéng thudc gia va kém chét luong; nhitng nd luc
dé thuc day viéc sir dung bép 10 sach; va mot hoi thao vé nhiing cach lam ttddi véi phét trién co
s& ha tang.

Ong Patrick Murphy, Dong chu tich, truéng doan dai biéu Hoa Ky, Giam db¢ Van phong Luc
dja Dong Nam A truc thuoc Bo Ngoai Giao Hoa Ky, nhan xét: "Hai nghi tuan nay cu thé hoa
Sang kién Ha viing Mekong thanh mét cudc ddi thoai chi tiét va sau sic hon giira 5 nude ddi tac
vé nhitng cach thirc hop téc tham chi con c6 ¥ nghia hon vé cac van dé ndi com c6 anh hudng
dén toan khu vuc. Hoa Ky vui ming t6 chire dién dan hitu ich nay dé 1am viéc véi ban bé cua
ching toi trong khu vuc ha vung sdbng Mekong"™.

Ong Thongphane Savanphet, Pong chu tich, trudng doan dai biéu Lao, Vu truong Vu Kinh té,
B6 Ngoai giao Lao, ghi nhan: "Hoi nghi nay mang lai mot co hoi tét dé 5 nude doi tac LMI kiém
diém lai nhitng tién bo dat dugc ké tir Hoi nghi Bo truong LMI 1an 4 tai Bali vao thang 7/2011
va thao luan vé céch thire dé chuyén Ké hoach Hanh dong thanh cac hoat dong hop tac cu thé”.

Céc ké hoach dang duoc xay dung cho’hc}i nghi nhdm cong tac LMI tai Thai Lan s& dién ra trudc
Hoi nghi Bo truong LMI lan téi, du kién vao thang 7/2012 tai Campuchia.

(hét thong cao)



